The role of secretin in the cerebellum.
There is increasing interest in the role played by secretin in the central nervous system. Recent evidence suggests that this peptide is widely expressed in the brain but some areas, notably the cerebellum, show a prominent expression of the peptide and its specific receptor. In this article we summarize our current understanding of the expression pattern and action of secretin in the cerebellum. We discuss the findings supporting the endogenous release of this peptide from Purkinje neurons and its role as a retrograde messenger modulating GABAergic synaptic transmission via multiple mechanisms. In addition, we would like to propose other possible, but still to be confirmed, functions of secretin in the cerebellum..